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obstacles and was ready to meet the enemy in spite
of them. His fame among naval men outshines
Perry's, and he is rated as the greatest fighting
sailor who flew the American flag until Farragut
surpassed them all.

The battle of Plattsburg Bay was contested
straight from the shoulder with little chance for
such evolutions as seeking the weather gage or
wearing ship. With one fleet at anchor,, as Nelson
demonstrated at the Nile, the proper business of
the other was to drive ahead and try to break the
line or turn an end of it. This Captain Downie
proceeded to attempt in a brave and highly skillful
manner, with the Confiance leading into the bay
and proposing to smash the Eagle with her first
broadsides. The wind failed, however, and the
British frigate dropped anchor within close range
of the Saratoga, which displayed Macdonough's
pennant, and pounded this vessel so accurately
that forty American seamen, or one-fifth of the
crew, were struck down by the first blast of the
British guns.

Meanwhile the Linnet had reached her assigned
berth and fought the American Eagle so success-
fully that the latter was disabled and had to leave
the line. To balance this the Chub was so badly